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V8 SUPERCARS CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES — BARBAGALLO RACEWAY 

Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 
MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [2.09 pm]: On Saturday, 7 August, 
following months of complex negotiations, the Premier, the Minister for Tourism and I were pleased to 
announce that the Liberal–National government has committed more than $10.5 million to bring the V8 
Supercars Championship Series back to Perth for the next five years. This funding announcement constitutes a 
$10.5 million investment in facilities upgrades at Barbagallo Raceway, as well as providing funding for V8SCA 
sanction fees. 

When V8 Supercars Australia withdrew the 2010 race round, there was no commitment to return the series to 
WA, and, importantly, a number of issues were identified with the existing infrastructure at Barbagallo Raceway. 
I know from experience how critical some of these concerns were. During the 2009 race round, I was able to see 
firsthand the conditions under which the teams were forced to operate in the pits, and the potential for something 
to go terribly wrong was a real concern for me. 

This government was determined to address these issues, certainly with a view to attracting the V8 supercar 
series back to Western Australia, but, as importantly, to ensuring that the motorsport enthusiasts across the state 
who utilised the track year round had access to a safe, modern and well-provisioned facility. The Department of 
Sport and Recreation has been working tirelessly with the Western Australian Sporting Car Club, V8 Supercars 
Australia and Eventscorp to achieve an outcome that will support a return of the WA round of the supercar 
series. This investment in our premier motorsport facility will also benefit the broader motorsport community in 
Western Australia that utilises the track extensively throughout the year. 

On top of the $5 million previously committed by this government to the first stage of the redevelopment of 
Barbagallo Raceway, this commitment of $10.5 million will fund a new hard stand, back-of-house services, 
corporate and race control facilities, medical facilities and communications infrastructure to host a V8 event. 
This new partnership with V8SA not only brings the event back to Perth, but also allows Eventscorp to utilise its 
expertise in marketing to help promote the event locally, nationally and internationally, and significantly elevate 
the race weekend program. 

I would like to make a really important point that I do not want to get lost in the excitement of the V8s returning 
to WA. Part of the funding commitment by the government is an allocation to cover costs for future track design 
and for preparation to acquire Department of Environment and Conservation land adjacent to the raceway that 
will provide for future proposed track extensions. This demonstrates the government’s commitment to ensuring 
an adequate provision of infrastructure to the motorsport industry in WA for the future. 

On the weekend, it was really pleasing to see Rick Gill from the WA Sporting Car Club and V8 Supercars CEO, 
Martin Whittaker, sharing their enthusiasm for a return to WA of this competition. I know that this decision was 
greeted with enthusiasm by all the motorsport enthusiasts out there. It will ensure that Western Australia will be 
able to attract more events of national and international significance. 
 


